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BACKGROUND: A chip truck delivering to a northeastern pulp and paper mill had crossed the
scales and was waiting in turn to unload at the dumper. It was a late winter day, overcast with
light snow falling. Weather conditions were not a factor. While waiting, the driver exited the
truck to speak to another waiting driver.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: Specific information about the driver is not available,
but it is believed he had severa years of experience and a clean driving record.

UNSAFE ACT OR CONDITION: The driver left the truck unattended on supposedly level
ground with the engine running, without setting the parking brake or chocking the wheels.

ACCIDENT: The loaded

truck rolled away

uncontrolled, less than 100

feet, striking the chip dumper

support girder from the side,

shearing the upper part of the

truck cab above the

dashboard, including the

slegper, almost completely off.

The dumper was in the down

position and there was no

truck on the platform at the

time. There was minor

electrical damage to exposed wiring on the dumper. Remarkably there was no structural damage
to the dumper, including the hydraulic system, which could have resulted in a hazardous fluid
spill. The truck, despite extensive damage to the cab, was still operable after it was extracted
from beneath the dumper. The driver was able to move the rig and park it (safely) on the edge of
the yard to await transport.

INJURY: Fortunately, no personal injuries resulted from thisincident. It could have been much
worse, resulting in serious injuries or major damage to the dumper.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION: Never leave a truck or any other rolling
stock unattended without setting the parking brake, chocking the wheels, or both.
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Please follow equipment manufacturers' recommendations for safe operation and maintenance procedures.



