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BACKGROUND:   On a cool winter day in the South, a feller-buncher operator was cutting 
timber near a straight and flat two-lane state highway.  The state highway’s right-of-way, or 
distance from the road to the tree line, was 50 feet. 
 
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS:   The feller-buncher operator was 38 years old and had 15 
years of experience.  He had participated in ongoing safety training and had never been involved 
in an in-woods accident. 
  
UNSAFE ACT OR CONDITION:   The feller-buncher operator was cutting timber close to the 
state highway, and no one was 
stopping traffic. 
 
ACCIDENT:   The feller-buncher 
operator had cut a tall tree and was 
positioning the machine to drop the 
tree parallel to the road.  As the 
feller-buncher was backing up, the 
tree broke off and part of the tree 
fell onto the highway as an 
automobile was approaching. 
 
INJURY:   Fortunately, the 
automobile was not traveling fast 
and was able to stop before hitting 
the tree.  No injury occurred. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
CORRECTION:   Fell trees away 
from likely “travel zones” whenever possible.  When felling occurs near roads and highways, 
position two people on the road at a safe distance on each side of the felling activity to stop 
traffic.  Individuals monitoring traffic should wear high-visibility clothing and be equipped with 
high-visibility flags to get the attention of oncoming drivers.  They should also have handheld 
radios for communicating with the feller-buncher operator. 
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