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BACKGROUND: On a cool winter day in the South, a log trudkeirwas greasing his truck’s
fifth wheel.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: The truck driver was in his early 50s and hadetria
truck for 25 years. He had been employed withHalyging firm for 10 years and had never been
injured on the job.

UNSAFE ACT OR CONDITION: The truck driver had greased the main bearingsahow

the fifth wheel to rock and was working the greawe the bearing by rocking the fifth wheel up
and down. He did not realize that he had placedhand in an area where a stop block was
attached on the frame of the truck ) |
prevent the fifth wheel from
traveling too far and bottom out o
the frame of the truck. The block T &
were located on the front and bac =TT
of the fifth wheel to limit movement - E a7
in both directions. A ‘ ;

ACCIDENT: As the truck driver
was rocking the fifth wheel, his
hand was caught between the fif
wheel and the stop block.

INJURY: The truck driver's left
ring finger was mashed, resulting in
a laceration that required six stitches.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION: The truck driver should have recognized the
risk before placing his hands in the area undefittiewheel, a likely “pinch point” hazard. He
should have assessed the situation by carefulkingoover the area to determine any potential
hazards. To prevent similar injuries, truck drsseshould develop safe solutions to
comprehensive required maintenance procedures.
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Please follow equipment manufacturers’ recommendatfor safe operation and maintenance procedures.



