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BACKGROUND: On a cloudy, cold, fall day in the Southeast,osester was spreading
erosion-control fabric (silt fencing) near a culvera creek bottom.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: The 36-year-old forester had been employed in fores
for 14 years. He was fully trained and had no mayslisabilities or previous accident history.
He was wearing a hard hat but no gloves.

UNSAFE __ACTS ___AND
CONDITION:  The forester
was in a hurry, and he cut th
silt fence fabric while standing
on a hillside rather than on
more level site. When he ctL
the fabric, he used a pocke
knife in a cutting motion
directly toward his body.

ACCIDENT: While cutting
the fabric from the roll, the
forester slipped and jabbed tt
knife into the side of his
thumb.

INJURY: The knife entered

one side of the thumb and came out the other gitteedhumb, barely missing the tendons. The
injury required 15 stitches. The forester lostea fhours of work while being treated in the
hospital and some field time after that.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION: Many injuries happen when individuals are
in a hurry. Be sure of your footing, take moredjmand when cutting fabric make the direction
of the cut away from your body. Wear gloves wheacpcal.
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Please follow equipment manufacturers’ recommendatfor safe operation and maintenance procedures.



