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BACKGROUND:   A logging crew foreman was working at the logging deck on a hot, dry 
spring day in the Southeast.  He had just completed greasing the knuckleboom loader as part of 
its normal maintenance. 
 
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS:   The 35-year-old crew foreman had been employed by 
the logging contractor for eleven years.  He was considered fully trained, had no accident history, 
and was wearing personal protective equipment (but not work gloves). 
 
UNSAFE ACTS:  The crew foreman descended from the loader after completing the grease job.  
He jumped to the ground, skipping the last couple of descending steps on the loader.  The 
foreman was holding a grease gun in his 
right hand and was grasping one of the 
steps (rungs) with his left hand.  (He 
was still wearing his wedding ring on 
his left hand.) 
 
ACCIDENT:   As the foreman jumped 
to the ground, the wedding band on his 
ring finger snagged the traction groove 
on the step of the loader, preventing 
him from completing his descent to the 
ground.  The weight of his body jerked 
hard against his finger. 
 
INJURY:   His entire ring finger was severed, and two feet of tendon and ligament was pulled 
from his arm and shoulder.  The foreman was hospitalized for two days, and doctors were unable 
to re-attach his finger.  He was out of work for three weeks and then returned to work on light 
duty for another two months.  Medical costs were extensive.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION:   Do not wear rings or jewelry while operating 
logging equipment or performing maintenance, as they can catch on moving machine parts or 
other places and cause severe injury.  Logging crew members should mount and dismount 
loaders, skidders, and other machinery facing the machine and using the three-point-support 
system, such that two hands and one foot or one hand and two feet are always in firm contact 
with handholds and steps.  Wear gloves for protection when feasible. 
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