FOREST RESOURCES ASSOCIATION INC. TECHNICAL

600 JEFFERSON PLAZA, SUITE 350 RELEASE
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852
PHONE: 301/838-9385 FAX: 301/838-9481 08-R-15

WHISTLE AS PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Safety: signaling May 2008
www.forestresources.org/members/serpub/08-R-15.html

INTRODUCTION: Personal safety in the woods has progressed &iomply wearing hard hats to
carrying radios; we may soon be carrying personas@eacons. Of course, new technology has
increased our ability to work safely in a variefyaspects of our jobs. However, “keeping it sinigan

still be an important part of your safety procedurd “simple” piece of safety equipment is the stld.

APPLICATION:  Use of a whistle, while one is working on activarvest operations, can be an
effective means of getting the attention of a savayeequipment operator from a safe distance.

In the event of an injury, a victim whose voicehmarse from calling out will find a whistle a meaofs
broadcasting his location over a
distance, allowing help to locate
him.

Crews in terrain or weather
conditions where radios do not
work can develop simple signal
procedures using whistle blasts.

SPECIFICATIONS & COST:
Whistles can be small enough to
fit onto a keychain, be attached to
a vest, or be added to a personal
first aid kit.

The simple “sports” whistle can
produce enough sound to be heard
over most running equipment.
There are also “marine” or

specialty whistles available which
Fig. 1. The whistle—a low-tech, inexpensive, effectivergemcy can be heard for very long

locator device. distances.

You can spend from 98 cents up to $20 for a whigBDetfitting your crew or all your staff forestessth
a whistle will probably put you back less moneyrtivaying everyone a cold drink at the end of thg da

COMMENT: This system actually does work. Often, mill safefficers give out little trinkets when
you take your hearing test or fill out some kindain. Suggest they give out whistles next tinfspend
$20. Equip everyone with a whistle. Get a goagjfaabout it—but make your point!
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