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INTRODUCTION: Two western Maryland-based logging contractorgetfaund leaf blowers
effective and convenient for

cleaning the air filters on

their skidders and dozers.

GENERAL FEATURES:
Jimmy Glotfelty, owner of
J&B Logging Inc. in
Mountain Lake Park,
Maryland, uses a Husqgvarn
225 HBYV leaf blower, while
Jerry Sisler, owner SC&L in
Friendsville, Maryland, uses
a Poulan Pro 200 lea
blower.

OPERATION: The leaf
blower can blow off
accumulated dirt and dus
from both inside and outsidt
the cylindrical filter housing.

Fig. 1: Leaf blower cleans inside and outside of aiefit

It is generally helpful to hold the
filter in one hand and brace the
other end against another object
(such as a log) at the landing.

APPLICATION: The leaf blower

iS more convenient than using an air
compressor, because it is more
mobile. Not everyone has an air
compressor available on the job at
all times, but the leaf blower can be
kept in a service vehicle or

elsewhere at the landing. Also, the
more dispersed air pressure in the

Fig. 2: Hand-held, gas-powered leaf blower is preferrnguetfor leaf blower mi_gh.t be less Iikely. to
logging applications. (For videoclip, visit damage the air filter than the high,
www.forestresources.org/members/serpub/08-r-1.ntml. concentrated PSI of the air



08-R-1 2.

compressor. The leaf blowers can also be usedte #ust and debris out of the radiators on all
machines. In addition, some
leaf blowers can reverse air flow
and add a bag attachment so
they can vacuum trash from
inside the skidder cab or debris
from the back of the skidder
near the winch housing.

SPECIFICATIONS AND

COST: There are many
models and price ranges for leaf
blowers. For this application, a
gas-powered, hand-held unit
with  blowing/vacuum mode
capability probably works best.
Reliable models of this type
come in price ranges of

Fig. 3: Leaf blower/vacuum unit can reverse flow to vasuu approximately $150-$250.
accumulated debris from parts of skidder.
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