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INTRODUCTION:   Loggers, foresters, and others who work or recreate in remote locations are 
extremely vulnerable if they are injured and unable to notify help.  Portable GPS-based personal 
locator beacons are now available that allow individuals in remote locations to notify emergency 
search and rescue resources in case of extreme danger.  Marine based EPIRB’s have been in use 
for over 20 years and have saved over 15,000 lives.  In 2003, the FCC legalized their use for 
land-based applications. 
 
GENERAL FEATURES:   The TerraFixTM 406 GPS Personal Locator Beacon is a small, 
portable, weather-resistant device carried in a belt holster, backpack, or coat pocket.   The GPS 

I/O model has an internal “onboard” GPS receiver 
and transmitter.  Because it relies on satellite 
communication, it will work in areas where cell 
phones or radios do not have coverage. 

 
OPERATION:   The unit is activated by 
unlocking and releasing the antenna, opening 
the keypad cover and pushing the buttons.  
Within a few minutes, the unit acquires your 
GPS position and transmits it along with your 
personalized identifier code through satellites, alerting the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center, which then notifies the appropriate local Search and Rescue resources.  The PLB should 

 

 
Fig. 1:  Small, weather-resistant Personal 
Locator Beacon can be a “last-resort” means of 
summoning emergency assistance. 

Fig. 2:  Releasing the antenna and pushing the 
buttons activates the distress call. 
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only be used in situations when all other means of self rescue have been exhausted.  Activation 
of the PLB tells Search and Rescue who you are, where you are, and that you are facing a life-
threatening situation. 
  
SPECIFICATIONS AND COST:   Local dealers, specifications, and cost for the PLB can be 
found on the manufacturer’s website (http://www.acrterrafix.com/) or from ACR Electronics, 
Inc., 5757 Ravenswood Road, Fort Lauderdale, FL  33312; 954/981-3333. 
 
 Mike Burns 
 Deputy Director 
Reviewed by: Empire State Forest Products Association 
Joel Swanton Albany, NY 
Northeast Region Manager mburns@esfpa.org 
 
 

 


